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+101,310  

tonnes 

Europe’s low-carbon transition will require 
more of all non-ferrous metals  

Pg.2 

+246,474  

tonnes 

+23,758  

tonnes 

+63,386  

tonnes 

+732  

tonnes 

+9,427 

tonnes 

>20% more metals will be required by 

2030 for new low-carbon technologies*  

* Average demand increase across all metals 
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Our industry is well positioned to make those 
metals: Spotlight on Bulgaria  

Pg.3 
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New metals and alloys will continue to enable 
low-carbon innovations 

Batteries 

+ 

Lightweighting Signalling cables 

(charging)  

Example: Clean mobility is driven by metals alloys  
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In parallel, Europe’s metals industry’s 
sustainability must continually improve 

Low 

CO2 footprint 

Safe use of 

chemicals 

Responsible 

sourcing 
Circular 

Economy 

A strong EU Industrial Policy is essential to support 

our sustainable development  
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A shared aim: Hazardous substances must be 
used and recycled safely  

1/3 
of all industrial metal 

elements are on a 

“hazard” list globally 

2018 EU Non-Toxic 

Environment Strategy  

We must ensure these 

metals are used and 

recycled safely 

? 

“the development of sustainable 

substitutes including non-

chemical solutions” 
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= 

Pg.7 

Our ambition: A risk-controlled environment 

Hazardous substances are only used 

when exposure to human health or 

the environment is controlled 

Stainless steel 

kitchenware 

Risk Controlled 

Environment 

Brass  

instruments 

Car  

batteries 

Three examples (among others): 
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How are we working towards a risk-controlled 
environment? – Three steps 

Risk-controlled environment 

1. Mapping where 

our metals are 

used 

2. Evaluating 

where exposure 

happens 

3. Implementing 

risk control 

measures 

= 

+ + 

Lead uses 

Batteries

Ammunition

Cable sheathing

Rolls & extruded
products
Pb compounds

Other

For example: Lead  

Uses of Lead Exposure scenario Worker protection measures 
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Example of where the EU can help industry:  
Regulate alloys based on sound science 

Risk profile = 

individual metals 
Risk profile =  

alloy matrix  

Individual  

metals 
Alloy  

e.g. stainless steel vs. 

EU chemicals policy can support industry by 

recognising the different risk profile of metal alloys  

+ 
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Outcome: Low-carbon innovation and safe 
chemicals management TOGETHER 

Only safe uses 

of ‘hazardous’ 

materials 

Full toolbox for  

low-carbon  

innovations 

= Risk-controlled 

environment 

= 

Can we take the necessary steps together? 



Guy Thiran 

thiran@eurometaux.be 

Thank You 


